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First and foremost I must begin with a
note of thanks to all of the JKSC
members who made this conference a
success. Initially we were faced with
many challenges with planning due to
the issue of insecurity in Kenya. However
due to teamwork and coordination we
were able to do our best with the
resources available to us. One thing I
noticed with this conference was how
different and unique the plans and
activities were done. For the first time in
the history of the conference we rented a
house and lived together. This meant
more interaction between the Japanese
and Kenyan members. I think the

Japanese members got a firsthand

experience of Kenyan culture raw and
pure.

Secondly the topics and the places we
visited really made me appreciate some
things and places I had taken for granted.
An example was Paa Ya Paa arts center
and national archives. In the case of
archives I pass it every day on my way to
school but have never been inside. The
experience is one I will not easily forget. I
learnt so much about Kenyan
history .The visit to one of the member’s
home though unexpected turned out to be
wonderful. The three study topics apart
from history also taught me to appreciate
the various forms of art here in Kenya
and relations that Japan and Kenya have
especially through JICA.

Personally I enjoyed all the moments
we shared with the other Kenyan and
Japanese members, and all the activities
we did except ice skating. The conference
played a huge role in my life and really
taught me a different perspective of

looking at everything. I am glad I was a

part of the 15th JKSC conference.
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I felt the urge to attend the 15th JKSC
conference as I have always had the hope
and belief of not only opening my mind to
different views and opinions, but also
meeting and learning how to work hand
in hand with people from a different
society and culture in order to achieve
mutual goals i.e. “A better society.”

Japan and Kenya according to me are
both great nations, but can be made
better through interactions, conferences,
discussions and symposia amongst the
youth who actually, are the “Leaders of
tomorrow.” Many people want a better
society, perhaps improved relationships
with ally countries, but very few take a
stand and try to 1improve these
relationships, I believe this was a golden
opportunity, not only to understand each
other’s societies but also to build a bond
that will hopefully last for years to come.

A bond created between strangers that

will someday make the two nations



stronger allies as well as support the idea
of empowering future generations with
similar opportunities such as the JKSC
in order to further strengthen and
maintain this bond. My main reason to
attend the JKSC was to be a part of the
creation of this special bond between
Japan and Kenya.

My aim for the main conference as a
vice-chairperson, was to gain effective
communication skills through exposure
to different styles of presentation and to
be able to use them in assisting all
members in their various roles while at
the same time sharing my views and
ideas as I further built on my experience
in working as a team to have a successful
conference. I also hoped to gain as much
exposure to the Japanese culture and
way of doing business as possible so as to
be a successful businessman in the
future.

JKSC gave me a  wonderful
opportunity of working in a group with a
Japanese member as well as a Kenyan
member. The topic “Arts in Kenya” was of
interest to all of us. The gaining of
effective  communication skills and
understanding one another enabled the

three of us to come up with a perfectly

put together presentation in a very short

time with no arguments or
misunderstandings which truly, is a step
towards achieving that mutual goal of “A
better society.”

An experience such as the JKSC
conference is not one that can be acquired
anywhere else and is therefore very
unique in its own special way. This
experience I believe, helped model me
into a better citizen since I visited and got
to know about places that I had never
been to but were also in my reach. It also
brought with it lots of lessons worth a lot
more than money can buy. My hope is to
one day become an owner of a successful
business, and I feel that the JKSC
conference has helped me take positive
steps towards my goal in life. Today, just
as different people sponsor students to
attend the conference, tomorrow I wish to
be in a position to do the same so as to
enable others gain a similar or even
better experience than mine.

I would love to express my utmost
gratitude to all the sponsors, alumni and
current members who played very

important roles in making the 15th JKSC

conference a success.
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The idea behind the Japan-Kenya
Student Conference is to foster a deeper
understanding between students from
the different countries. One would
assume that the process of international
exchange  would involve  gaining
knowledge about a different country.
While this part is true, what stood out the
most for me during this experience is the
extent of knowledge that I gained, not
about Japan, but about my home country
Kenya.

While doing research on the chosen
topics for study for this year’s conference,
I did learn quite a bit about Japan. The
topic I chose to work on, international
co-operation, involved learning about
Japan not as a country existing on its
own, but as part of the international
community; the relationship that Japan
has with the rest of the world. In this
my study for the conference

sense,

brought my attention to the extent to

which Japan cooperates with Kenya, and
to the numerous projects for which the
Japanese government provides support
for in Kenya. Such information, being a
student of International Relations, 1is
vital for broadening my understanding of
the world we live in.

However, the experience of moving
across different areas of Nairobi during
the conference proved to be the most
interesting part of the main conference.
On a personal level, in my interactions
with the Japanese students, I managed to
learn about aspects of Japanese life that
were quite different from the life that I
have gotten accustomed to in my home
country. In the two and a half weeks
during which we lived together, I must
say, Japanese sensitivity to time emerged
as the starkest difference between the
two cultures. This is not to say that other
differences between the two peoples (the
Japanese and the Kenyans) are
insignificant, but rather, that the
time-consciousness, and punctuality of
the Japanese exists in sharp contrast to
what we here in Africa have come to refer
to as “African timing”; a generally

unhurried, nonchalant attitude towards

time-keeping.



Beyond the individual, watching the
Japanese reacting to the various aspects
of Kenyan life to which they were exposed
was quite interesting. This presented the
various perceptions that people outside
Kenya hold of my home country, and
further, the perceptions that Kenyans
hold of foreigners. One thing I noticed
was the mistaken assumption among
some Kenyans that we met, that the
Japanese students were actually Chinese.
This spoke only to the extent to which the
Chinese community has become wvisible,
along with the obviously limited
knowledge among the Kenyan public, of
the different foreign communities present
in Kenya today.

Ultimately, I immensely enjoyed the
Conference for the opportunity that I had,
to experience Kenya in a way that I had
not done so Dbefore. For this, the
Conference will remain one of the more
stimulating experiences of my life. I am
grateful for having gone through this,
and would wish that it continues long
into the future, so that many more people

can see and learn, as I got to see and

learn during this period.
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I attended the 15t JKSC conference
in hopes of leaning the Japanese culture
but also learning to work with people
from a different culture. I have really

enjoyed the conference very much as it

has helped bring a better understanding
and better relationship between Kenya
and Japan.

This was a golden opportunity for me
to be part and parcel of as it was very
educational through the different
discussions we had. We discussed and
presented topics which affect the two
countries (Kenya and Japan) and we also
discussed ways in which Kenya can learn
from dJapan and vice versa. This
conference brought together strangers
from different parts of the world and
taught them how to work together and
learn from one another. It also gave me a
clear understanding of the dJapanese
culture.

My post as the finance chair for the
Kenyan side was to ensure that the
resources were spent well and we did not
run out of money which was a success. 1
was also part of a group which did their
research on Art in Kenya today which
enabled me to work in a group and it also
taught me to consider and appreciate my
group members’ opinions and work
together in harmony.

This experience was very unique and
life changing and I am not the same

person I was before this conference. I

have become a better individual and now



I am able to say I can work well with
Japanese people without any conflicts.

JKSC has also helped to bring out the

leader in me which I did not know existed.

I cannot really put into words how
appreciative I am to have such an
experience.

I would like to thank everybody who
made this conference a success staring
from the sponsors who without their
funding non of this would be possible, the
JKSC JKSC

alumni and the 15th

conference Japanese members.
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